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Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

We are very excited for this time of year, when we 
kick-off our programs, and more importantly, bring 
a new group of outstanding New Mexico leaders 
into the Leadership New Mexico family.  The 24th 
Core Program began with its retreat in Santa Fe 
earlier in September. The class is a diverse group of 
43 individuals from 18 communities across the state. 
They will no doubt challenge previous Core Program 
classes as the “best class ever!” Read more about 
the session in this newsle�er. The 13th Connect New 
Mexico Program also launched in September with its 
first session in Los Alamos. We are excited to involve 
these outstanding young leaders from around the 
state in the program this year. 

The Local Government Leadership Program, beginning 
in February, is now accepting applications. Visit our 
website for information on all programs including 
applications, complete class lists, and session updates 
throughout the year. 

As always, we have fun events planned for Alumni and 
Lifetime Members! On Saturday, October 5, Lifetime 
Members and guests will join us for the first balloon 
mass ascension of the 2019 Albuquerque International 
Balloon Fiesta.  Also, we invite you to a�end our annual 
educational program, the Fall Leadership Update.  
This year’s program is on October 18, at the Marrio� 
Uptown in Albuquerque. Please review the enclosed 
registration form for a list of topics, speakers, table 
sponsorship opportunities, and more. 

We encourage you to nominate someone deserving 
in your community, or a fellow alumnus, for the 
Leadership New Mexico Distinguished Leadership 

Award and the Distinguished Alumni Award. You can 
download an application from our website or call our 
office.  Recipients will be recognized during the Annual 
Dinner, May 8, 2020, at the Sandia Casino & Resort. 
Deadline for nominations is January 10, 2020.

If you are not already, we hope you will become an 
Alumni Member or a Lifetime Member. With your 
membership, you will receive discounts on all events 
and the opportunity to a�end tours and programs 
throughout the year. We invite you to join the 245  
Lifetime Members of our organization. Please refer 
to the back of the newsle�er or website for more 
information. 

I am honored to be Chairman of the Board of this great 
organization. Leadership New Mexico is successful 
because of the remarkable contributions made by 
so many people. We thank you for your investment 
of time and resources that allow this organization to 
continue educating our state’s leaders. Leadership 
New Mexico’s success would not be possible without 
great alumni and friends like you!

Steve Griego
Chairman of the Board
Leadership New Mexico

Steve Griego

Core Class of 2010

Lifetime Member
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FALL LEADERSHIP UPDATE

October 18, 2019

Courtyard Marrio� Albuquerque

Hear the latest from top experts on issues facing New 

Mexico at our annual educational program, the Fall 

Leadership Update. Table sponsorships available, please 

see the insert in this newsle�er.

CORE

2005

Eileen Grevey Hillson, 

with Agua Vida Resources, 

has been elected as a 

Trustee for The Nature 

Conservancy (TNC) in 

New Mexico.

2007

Dave Doyle, President 

of Enterprise Builders, 

started a new construction 

company and is President 

of Innovate Construction.

2008

Richard Luarkie, has 

taken the position of 

Chief Executive Officer 

at Southern Sandoval 

Investments, Ltd. 

Tim Van Valen, Attorney 

with Askew Mazel Law 

Firm, has left private 

practice and taken the 

position of Chief Legal 

Counsel with the New 

Mexico Taxation and 

Revenue Department.

2009

Lou Volk III, Senior Vice 

President and Chief 

Operating Officer of New 

Mexico Mutual, has taken 

the position of President 

and Chief Executive 

Officer of Delta Dental of 

New Mexico.

2011

Scott Stafford, President 

of Greer Stafford / SJCF 

Architecture Inc. since 

1989, is now Chairman of 

the Board of the firm. 

2015

Denise Madrid Boyea, 

Attorney with the Denise 

Madrid Boyea Law Firm, 

has left private practice 

and has taken the position 

of City Attorney for the 

City of Carlsbad.

Alden Paquin has taken 

a position as Human 

Resources Office Manager 

at Southern Sandoval 

Investment.

2016

Ireke Cooper, President 

of Cooper Fire Protection, 

was recently named to 

the Citizen’s Bank of 

Farmington Board of 

Directors. 

2017

Benjamin Gardner, Vice 

President and Principal 

with Dekker/Perich/

Sabatini, was named Chief 

Executive Officer.

2018

James Brown, Chief 

Information Officer with 

Presbyterian Medical 

Services, has taken 

the position of Chief 

Technology Officer 

with TriCore Reference 

Laboratories.

CONNECT

2014

Carlos Pacheco, Chief 

Prosecutor with Laguna 

Pueblo, has taken the 

position of Senior Trial 

A�orney at the Second 

Judicial District A�orney’s 

Office.

2016

Steve Alano, Architect 

and Partner at Greer 

Stafford / SJCF 

Architecture Inc. has been 

named President of the 

firm.

2019

Missi Currier, Community 

and Government Affairs 

Advisor with XTO Energy, 

was named President 

and Chief Executive 

Officer at Lea County 

Economic Development 

Corporation.

  

 

CLASS NEWS

The Core Class of 2020 began with the Retreat 
and Orientation Session September 4-6 in Santa 
Fe. The program opened with an overview of 
Leadership New Mexico and dinner at the Santa Fe 
Opera.The next day, the class participated in group 
interaction training and a ropes course with Phil 
Bryson of On the Edge, Ltd. The program closed 
with a presentation by Dr. Jim Crupi, “Leadership 
for Changing Times: Forces Changing the Future.”  
This was Dr. Crupi’s 24th year to help kick off the 
Core Program.

The next session will be held in Las Vegas in 
November with a focus on health and human 
services. You can view the full class list on the 
Core Program page on Leadership New Mexico’s 
website. Thank you to the following Sponsors of 
the Santa Fe Session: Phil Bryson - On the Edge, 
Ltd; Jim Crupi - Strategic Leadership Solutions; 
Crystal Springs Bo�led Water; Greer Stafford/
SJCF Architecture, Inc.; Lexus of Albuquerque/
Lexus of Santa Fe; Montgomery & Andrews, P.A.; 
Presbyterian Medical Services; the Lujan Family; 
Santa Fe Preparatory, and the Santa Fe Opera. 

CORE CLASS OF 2020 
RETREAT & ORIENTATION 

UPCOMING EVENTS

BALLOON FIESTA BREAKFAST 

Lifetime Member Event

October 5, 2019 | Balloon Fiesta Park

Enjoy a majestic New Mexico morning during Balloon Fiesta 

in the company of Lifetime Members and their guests. Join 

us for breakfast, hot air balloon viewing, and socializing with 

fellow leaders and friends from across the state.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Tour of the Santa Fe Opera

On the Ropes Course at Brush Ranch



Penguin Chill Exhibit Tour & Social at the Albuquerque BioPark

Behind-the-Scenes BioPark Zoo Tour

Alumni and Lifetime Members had an exclusive behind the scenes tour of the ABQ BioPark Zoo. They heard from Julie Miller 

Rugg, Core Class of 2013 and Executive Director of the New Mexico Bio Park Society, before ge�ing up close and personal with 

some furry friends. Participants gained insight into the Zoo’s history and operations, as well as its successful conservation and 

captive breeding plans.

Alumni events and tours are a fun and engaging way to stay in touch with your classmates. 
Below is a recap of some of the events we did over the summer. Make sure to check in frequently for upcoming 

opportnities, and to follow us on Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn to see photos from the events! 

A SUMMER OF FUN! 

In July, Alumni and Lifetime Members had a private, sneak peek tour of 

the Albuquerque BioPark’s brand-new Penguin Chill exhibit. Participants 

experienced the specially-designed habitat that is home to Macaroni, Gentoo 

and King penguins. Their new home is a boat-themed exhibit with an underwater 

viewing deck, glass flooring in some areas, and features to emulate a real 

penguin habitat. 

Honor our state’s top leaders and reconnect with classmates and friends 

at the Annual Dinner and Golf Tournament! Mark your calendars for next 

year’s big event, and begin thinking about who to nominate for the 2020 

Distinguished Leadership & Alumnus Awards. Register today!

Annual Dinner & Golf Tournament 

May 8-9, 2020 | Sandia Resort & Golf Club

SAVE THE DATE!

Los Poblanos Historic Inn and Organic Farm Tour

Alumni and Lifetime Members kicked off the summer with an exclusive tour of the Los 

Poblanos Histroric Inn and Organic Farm. On this behind-the-scenes tour, participants 

learn firsthand from Ma� Rembe, Executive Director, about the property’s unique 

architectural history, organic farm, business operations, and vision of preservation 

and sustainability. The group also enjoyed refreshments and networking at onsite 

field-to-fork restaurant, Campo.



2019-2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Please welcome our new and returning Board Members! 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD ELECT/ 

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE CHAIR

RUSSELL ALLEN - Core 2008

Lifetime Member

President and Owner

Allen Theatres, Inc. 

Las Cruces

NICI AUSTIN - Core 2016, Connect 2011

Lifetime Member

Executive Vice President

and Chief Lending Officer

Pioneer Bank

Roswell

MOLLY BELL - Core 2019

Lifetime Member

Executive Vice President

Rio Grande, Inc.

Albuquerque

PHIL CASAUS - Core 2008

Lifetime Member

President and Chief Executive Officer

Brycon Corporation

Rio Rancho

FRED CISNEROS - Core 2018

Lifetime Member

President / Executive Creative Director

Cisneros Design, Inc.

Santa Fe

MICHAEL CROSSEY - Core 2019

Lifetime Member

Chief Executive Officer and Chief 

Medical Officer 

Tricore Reference Laboratories.

Albuquerque

IREKE COOPER - Core 2016

Lifetime Member

President

Cooper Fire Protection Services

Farmington

MIKE D’ANTONIO - Core 2016

Lifetime Member

Manager, Regulatory Administration

Xcel Energy

Santa Fe

TOM DOMME - Core 2017 

Lifetime Member

Vice President, External Affairs

and General Counsel

New Mexico Gas Company

Albuquerque

PROGRAM CURRICULUM CHAIR 

BRIAN DUNLAP - Core 2018, LGLP 2015

Acting Chief of Police

City of Hobbs

Hobbs

BRIAN FREEMAN - Core 2017

Senior Facilities Manager

Intel Corporation

Rio Rancho

KENDAL GILES - Core 2015

Chief Operations Officer

Dekker/Perich/Sabatini

Albuquerque

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

STEVE GRIEGO - Core 2010

Lifetime Member

President and Chief Executive Officer

DMC Logistics

Albuquerque

LISA HARDISON - Core 2012

Lifetime Member

Manager of Communications 

& External Relations

URENCO USA

Eunice

ADAM HARRINGTON - Core 2014

Lifetime Member

Owner and Chief Financial Officer

HB Construction

Albuquerque

SECRETARY OF THE BOARD

JIM HAYNES - Core 2007

Lifetime Member

Shareholder, Tax

Pulakos CPAs

Albuquerque

MARIANNE HILL - Core 2012

Lifetime Member

Deputy General Counsel 

Sandia National Laboratories

Albuquerque

PAST CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

SHAD JAMES - Core 2013

Lifetime Member

President and Chief Executive Officer

Jaynes Corporation

Albuquerque

CORE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE CHAIR

CAROLE JARAMILLO - Core 2017, LGLP 2014

Lifetime Member

Director of Financial Services

City of Rio Rancho

Rio Rancho

PATTY KOMKO

Lifetime Member

President and Co-Founder

Leadership New Mexico

Albuquerque 

CONNECT CURRICULUM COMMITTEE CHAIR

TERYN LAMOREUX - Connect 2015

Operations Support Manager

Jaynes Corporation

Albuquerque

SCOTT LARDNER - Core 2018

Lifetime Member

President

Rocky Mountain Stone Co., Inc.

Albuquerque

JOE LUJAN - Core 2004

Lifetime Member

President of Commercial Lines

HUB International Insurance Services

Albuquerque

ALUMNI COMMITTEE CHAIR

ROB NELSON - Core 2015

Lifetime Member

Director of Human Resources

Sandia National Laboratories

Albuquerque

DOUG SMITH - Core 2004

Executive Vice President

Presbyterian Medical Services

Santa Fe

MIKE STANFORD - Core 1999

Lifetime Member

President

Payday HCM

Albuquerque

TREASURER

JIMMY TRUJILLO - Core 2004
Lifetime Member
Tax Principal
REDW LLC 
Albuquerque

STEVE VIERCK - Core 2018
Lifetime Member
Assistant Commissioner/Director
of Special Projects
New Mexico State Land Office
Santa Fe
 
BOARD MEMBER EMERITUS

TRUDY HEALEY - Core 2006 

Lifetime Member

Co-Owner  

Rancho Milagro, Top of the World Ranch 

Ealge Moon Farm, and Ranco Milagro 

Collection 

Taos



2019-2020 CORE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

2019-2020 CONNECT CURRICULUM COMMITTEE
KAREN ARMIJO - Connect 2014

Lifetime Member

Physical Scientist

U.S. Department of Energey - National 

Nuclear Security

Santa Fe 

ALY BACHECHI - Connect 2018

Senior Financial Analyst

U.S. Eagle Federal Credit Union

Albuquerque

JILLIAN BARTLEY – Connect 2016

Regional Director, Marketing

Enterprise Bank & Trust

Santa Fe

MISSI CURRIER - Connect 2019

President & Chief Executive O�cer

Economic Development Corporation of Lea 

County

Hobbs

JENNI DEGREEFF - Connect 2019

Lifetime Member

Manager of Integrity Management

New Mexico Gas Company

Albuquerque

JOHN FOLEY - Connect 2018

Manager, Executive Strategic Planning 

Sandia National Laboratories

Albuquerque

EFREN GALLARDO - Connect 2019

Social Services Coordinator

Haverland Carter/The Neighborhood

Rio Rancho

CHARISSA INMAN

Program Director

Leadership New Mexico

Albuquerque

RACHEL JOHANNSEN – Connect 2015

AVP, Patient Acquisition & Retention 

Ardent Health Services

Albuquerque

CONNNECT COMMITTEE CHAIR

TERYN LAMOREUX - Connect 2015

Operations Support Manager

Jaynes Corporation

Albuquerque

RANDY LUCERO – Connect 2019

Business Banker, VP

First National 1870

Santa Fe

JOSH LUJAN - Connect 2018

Client Executive

HUB International Insurance 

 Services, Inc.

Albuquerque

DOLORES MARTINEZ – Connect 2016

Lifetime Member

Marketing Director

Desert Sun Auto Group

Alamogordo

CARLY NEWLANDS - Connect 2019

Lifetime Member

Communications and Marketing Manager

UNM Health System

Albuquerque

SHELLEY OLSON - Connect 2013

Lifetime Member

Senior Manager

Carr, Riggs and Ingram CPA’s

Roswell

CARLOS PACHECO – Connect 2014

Senior Trial Attorney

Second Judicial District Attorney

Albuquerque

ROBERT RIVERA - Connect 2016

Lifetime Member

Vice President, Circulation

Albuquerque Publishing Company

Albuquerque 

ADAM SILVERMAN - Connect 2017

Principal

Geltmore, LLC

Albuquerque

JASMINE SMALL-ARMSTRONG - Connect 

2018

Academic Counselor

New Mexico Military Institute

Roswell

JOHN VAROZ - Connect 2019

AVP Relationship Manager  

Enterprise Bank & Trust

Albuquerque

NICK VELASQUEZ - Connect 2017

Technical Business Development Specialist

Sandia National Laboratories

Albuquerque

MICHAEL WALLACE - Connect 2015  

Director, Special Projects 

DaVita Medical Group in New Mexico 

Albuquerque

CONNECT COMMITTEE VICE CHAIR  

NATE WELLS - Connect 2018

Executive Director

Heritage Hotels & Resorts

Albuquerque

ROBERT BALDRIDGE – Core 2019

Lifetime Member

General Manager – New Mexico

Intrepid Potash - NM, LLC

Carlsbad

KAREN BAYLESS – Core 2010

Lifetime Member

Co-Owner

Bayless Drilling Company

Farmington

ABEL CARDENAS – Core 2019

Chief of Risk Management/Retail Operations

Laguna Development Corporation

Albuquerque

LESLIE CERVANTES – Core 2018

Associate Vice President, Alumni Relations 

and Stewardship

New Mexico State University

Las Cruces

MIKE CHELIUS – Core 2018

Lifetime Member

Principal

REDW LLC

Albuquerque

KEVIN COOK – Core 2018

Lifetime Member

Head, Communities and Social Performance

Barrick Gold

Oro Valley, AZ

LAURA ANN CRAWFORD – Core 2017

Northwest Region Director

Presbyterian Medical Services

Farmington

JENISE DAHLIN – Core 2019

Logistics Manager

URENCO USA

Eunice

KEVIN DONOVAN – Core 2017

Lifetime Member 

Curriculum Committee Vice-Chair

Chief of Sta�

Nuclear Waste Partnership LLC

Carlsbad

DEANN EATON – Core 2014

Lifetime Member

Chief Executive O�cer

Haverland Carter Lifestyle Group

Albuquerque

RENEE ENNIS – Core 2015

Lifetime Member

Chief Financial O�cer

TriCore Reference Laboratories

Albuquerque

PAUL FARLESS – Core 2019

Lifetime Member

Chief Operating O�cer

SDV Construction

Albuquerque

DENNIS GARCIA – Core 2013

Lifetime Member

Senior Vice President, Treasury Management 

New Mexico

U.S. Bank

Albuquerque

JON GRAFF – Core 2019

Commandant of Cadets

New Mexico Military Institute

Roswell

JULIANA HALVORSON – Core 2018

Lifetime Member

Vice President of Marketing

Pioneer Bank

Roswell

STEVE HARRIS – Core 2013

Financial Advisor

Edward Jones

Roswell

CHARISSA INMAN

Program Director

Leadership New Mexico

Albuquerque

KIRK IRBY – Core 2017

Lifetime Member

Pharmacist & Partner

Lowell’s Pharmacy

Artesia

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE CHAIR CAROLE 

JARAMILLO - Core 2017

Lifetime Member

Director of Financial Services

City of Rio Rancho

Rio Rancho

SCOTT MCADAMS – Core 2008

Community President & Business Banking 

Development O�cer

Hillcrest Bank

Taos

JULIE MILLER RUGG – Core 2013

Executive Director

New Mexico Bio Park Society

Albuquerque

FRANCIE MONTEITH – Core 2019

SVP, Regional Community  

Relations Manager

Bank of Albuquerque

Albuquerque

GRAIG NEWELL – Core 2018

Lifetime Member

Director Business Management

Centerra

Los Alamos

JACQUELYN REEVE – Core 2018

Lifetime Member

Family Nurse Practitioner

DaVita Medical Group/

Reeve Medical

Albuquerque

TOMMY SANDERS – Core 2018

Lifetime Member

VP Customer & Support Services

New Mexico Gas Company

Albuquerque



NEW LIFETIME MEMBERS* 

Mike Crossey – Core 2019

Jenni DeGreeff – Connect 2019

Nick Ganjei – Connect 2019

John Gulas – Core 2019

Russel Hiller – Core 2019

Mary Homan – Core 2019

Albert Jiron – Core 2019

Jim McBurney – Core 2019

Mike Martinez – Core 2019

Carly Newlands – Connect 2019

Renay Sco� – Core 2019

Lanie Smith – Core 2020

Kenneth Trujillo – Core 2019

P.O. Box 35696 

Albuquerque, NM 87176-5696

Phone  (505) 398-1500

Fax  (505) 247-7455

www.leadershipnm.org

Follow Us!

LEADERSHIP NEW MExICO ALUMNI PROGRAM 
The Leadership New Mexico Alumni Program was launched in September 2001. In the 

twenty-three Core Program, seventeen Local Government Leadership Program, and twelve 

Connect New Mexico Program classes, more than 1,650 participants from 85 communities 

have explored the issues facing our state. The goal of the Alumni Program is to continue 

the education of Leadership New Mexico graduates in a meaningful and dynamic way. 

Interaction with graduates from other programs and classes expands networks, exposes 

leaders to a diversity of perspectives, and fosters professional and personal relationships.  

As a graduate, you have the capability to be a powerful voice for change in New Mexico.

Learn more about the Alumni Program or pay dues for the 2020 calendar year! 

www.leadershipnm.org/leadership-programs/alumni-program/

LEADERSHIP NEW MExICO LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP
In 2009, Leadership New Mexico established an Endowment to secure the future of the 

organization. The purpose of the Endowment is to provide a permanent source of income 

to offset administrative expenses, which serves as a financial cushion against lean times 

to ensure that Leadership New Mexico’s mission will be sustained in perpetuity. Gi�s to 

Leadership New Mexico’s Endowment are made through Lifetime Memberships and are fully 

tax-deductible. Currently, 245 Lifetime Members have contributed to the Endowment. It is 

not necessary to be a graduate of Leadership New Mexico  to become a Lifetime Member. 

All contributions are tax-deductible charitable donations, and may also be made 

through your United Way commitment. Visit our website for more information.

Printing Donated by 

LEADERSHIP 
NEW MExICO

STAFF

Patty Komko
President

patty@leadershipnm.org

Charissa Inman
Program Director

charissa@leadershipnm.org

Kathy Perren
Executive Assistant

leader@leadershipnm.org

*As of September 12, 2019
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